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also a rookery of Adelie penguins, but no secure anchorage for his
ship. Crossing the bay, he entered Hanusse Fjord which was
soon seen to be choked with ice. The final proof of the insularity
of Adelaide Island was then discovered by the recognition of some
peaks on the side of this fjord that had been seen by the explor-
ing party from the south. Matha Bay was very interesting,
though useless for a wintering station, so there was no alternative
to Petermann Island. Port Circumcision, on this island, was
reached on February 3rd, 1909, and the summer cruise came to an
end.
Dr. Charcot was much disappointed at being unable to winter
farther south. At Petermann Island, however, the ship would be
as safe as could reasonably be expected in the Antarctic, and there
were several other advantages in the situation: the island was
favourable for scientific work; it was in the vicinity of Wandel
Island, where observations hiad been taken four years earlier, so
that comparisons could be made and a more intensive knowledge
gained of the conditions prevailing in the locality than would be
possible from a single station; the ice between Petermann Island
and the mainland was less active than that around Wandel Island,
and was thus more favourable to sledge journeys; there was also
a large penguin rookery near the anchorage. Petermann Island is
about a mile and a quarter long and 410 feet high, giving shelter
to Port Circumcision on its south-east side.
The scientific station was established at once. A wooden hut
with double walls was erected for terrestrial magnetism, and a
second one to contain the apparatus for atmospheric electricity.
The meteorological screen and instruments were fixed near the
ship. A third hut was built for the seismograph and a fourth for
the transit instrument. All these places were connected up and
lighted by electricity, an advantage no previous expedition had
possessed. Electric lighting is valuable because it gives a good
light to read the instruments and thus greater accuracy is secured.
Time signals were electrically given from the ship. One of the
saloons in Le Pourquoi Pas ? was used as an annexe to the biological
laboratory, and there was a well-equipped workshop on board.
Two tide registers were installed in such a manner that the gauge
could be read from the ship, and the windvane on the summit of
the island was equally convenient. The month of February was
mainly occupied with setting up the station; but Charcot also
made a trip, on the 9th, to the Argentine Islands.